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French Quarter Festivals, Inc. Announces Cancellation of 2021 French Quarter Festival 
Partners to provide critical relief payments to musicians and gig workers 

 
(August 13, 2021) New Orleans, LA - French Quarter Festivals, Inc. (FQFI) announces that plans to host the French 
Quarter Festival presented by Chevron, scheduled for September 30 - October 2, will no longer be moving forward.  

  
As the state of Louisiana and our nation see a precipitous rise in COVID cases, we must put the health, safety and well-
being of our entire family first—our fans, musicians, staff, volunteers, sponsors, and partners, as well as the residents 
and businesses in the French Quarter. It is with great sadness that we must cancel French Quarter Festival 2021 but look 
forward to celebrating next spring as we return to the stage April 21-24, 2022. 
 
“After careful consideration and with consultation from a host of experts including City and State officials, we concluded 

this was the best decision for the safety and security of our community,” says Emily Madero, CEO of French Quarter 

Festivals, Inc. “We share the heartbreak this announcement brings to our fans, musicians, food vendors, and our 

broader community and we look forward to returning stronger together April 21-24, 2022 for French Quarter Festival!” 

French Quarter Festivals, Inc. is committed to contributing to the resilience of our city and to bringing back the largest 
showcase of Louisiana music, food and culture next spring. With the welcomed support of our presenting partner, 
Chevron, we’re pleased to announce that we will be providing critical relief payments for roughly 1,500 musicians and 
gig workers who lost work due to our 2021 festival cancellation. 

 
“We thank the French Quarter Festival team for putting the safety of the public first and for quickly developing this 
special program,” said Leah Brown, Public Affairs Manager for Chevron’s Gulf of Mexico Business Unit.  “This initiative 
will offer some financial support to local musicians and the gig community who have brought great joy to the people of 
the Crescent City. We hope our funding will assist these incredible artists during this challenging time. Chevron looks 
forward to continuing our long-standing sponsorship of French Quarter Festival and celebrating at the in-person event 
when it can be safely held in the future.”  

 
We will continue to assess our ever-changing environment and apply the many lessons we have learned over the last 

two years to all of our 2022 events, including French Quarter Festival, Satchmo SummerFest, and Holidays New Orleans 

Style. 

 

About French Quarter Festivals, Inc.  
FQFI's mission is to promote the Vieux Carré and the City of New Orleans through high quality special events and 
activities that showcase the culture and heritage of this unique city, contribute to the economic well-being of the 
community, and instill increased pride in the people of New Orleans. FQFI produces three events annually, French 
Quarter Festival presented by Chevron, Satchmo SummerFest presented by Chevron, and Holidays New Orleans Style. 
For more information about French Quarter Festivals, Inc. visit fqfi.org. 
 

http://www.fqfi.org/
mailto:angelique@fqfi.org

